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should enter into a minute account of all that has
happened to me during the many years that I have
spent in this Mission; my occupations are always
the same, and, should I enlarge upon them, I would
run the danger of tiresome repetitions; I shall
content myself with relating to you certain facts
which seem to me the most worthy of your attention.
I can say to you that genmerally you would have
difficulty in restraining your tears were you in my
Church, with our Savages gathered there; and were
you witness of the piety with which they repeat
their prayers, chant the divine Office, and participate
in the Sacraments of Penance and of the Eucharist.
When they have been illuminated by the light of
Faith, and have sincerely embraced it, they are no
longer the same men; and the greater part of them
preserve the innocence that they received at baptism.
It is this that fills me with the sweetest joy when I
hear their confessions, which are frequent; whatever
questions I may put to them, it is often with
difficulty that I can find anything that requires
absolution.

My occupations with them are continual. As they
expect assistance only from their Missionary and
have entire confidence in him, it is not enough for
me to perform the spiritual duties of my ministry
for the sanctification of their souls; I must also enter
into their temporal affairs, must always be ready to
console them when they come to consult me, and
must decide their little differences; I must take care
of them when they are sick, bleed them, give them
medicines, etc. My days are sometimes so full that
I am obliged to shut myself up, that I may find time
to attend to prayer and recite my Office.



